VAZHAKUNNAM AS A COMMENTATOR OF SR/MADBHAGAVATAM

Satyam and Param as the Paramatma or Brahman. Vazhakunnam
prefers a new explanation as that would make the devotees more
enthusiastic about Bhagavata. As Melputtur Narayana Bhattathiri
wrote his Narayaniyam (an abridged Bhagavata), as though he
addressed Guruvayurappa directly, Vazhakunnam also has brought
his Bhagavata commentary at the feet of Lord Guruvayurappa.
Thus Melputtur and Vazhakunnam raised Guruvayurappa to rep-
resent the principle of Bhagavata.

Introducing the topic in the initial pages of the commentatory,
Vazhakunnam describes figuratively as follows. Vyasa did per-
form the Kelikkayyu (the declaratory drumming) for the anticipa-
tory Kathakali by way of classifying the vedas into four. By way
of writing the eighteen puranas, he did perform the Melappada
(the prefatory orchestra). Having furnished these under the leafy
roof of Kaliyugappandal, Vazhakunnam proposes to stage the
Sankirtanmahayajna, the story based on Bhagavatapurana. The
previous stage performers consisting of learned scholars and crit-
ics aimed at satisfying the different tastes and curiosities of the
audience. But on the other hand Vazhakunnam openly state that
as a play artist his intention is only to serve upto the taste of Lord
Guruvayurappa. He prays the Lord to listen and approve his
performance. Thus he orients his commentary to the ruling deity
of Guruvayur.3

3.  Ibid.. p.l.
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